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MCA Personal Electronic Device Policy - “Away All Day”

Purpose and Philosophy

At Mannahouse Christian Academy, we are committed to creating a Christ-centered learning environment where
students can grow spiritually, academically, and relationally without unnecessary distractions. We recognize that
personal electronic devices—particularly cell phones—play a meaningful role in keeping families connected.
However, we also believe that being fully present throughout the school day is essential for student development
and community health.

While we understand and respect the value families place on staying connected through personal devices, we
also recognize the growing body of research that points to the negative impact of frequent cell phone use during
the school day. Numerous studies show that even the mere presence of a phone can reduce students' cognitive
capacity and attention to academic tasks.

e Researchers at the University of Texas found that having a smartphone within sight—even when
turned off —reduces available working memory and fluid intelligence (Ward, Duke, Gneezy, & Bos, 2017).

e A study published in the Journal of Educational Psychology linked cell phone use in class to lower
academic achievement and higher distractibility (kuznekoff, Munz, & Titsworth, 2015).

e Research from Common Sense Media (2023) shows that students report feeling “addicted” to their
phones, and many struggle to manage their screen time independently.

In addition to academic concerns, feedback from our most recent school feedback survey (June, 2025), indicated an
overwhelming agreement that MCA families would be in favor of this “Away all Day” cell phone policy.

By implementing an “Away All Day” policy, we are creating space for students to:

o Focus deeply on learning and spiritual growth

o Build real-life communication skills

o Practice personal responsibility and digital boundaries

o Learn to value and honor the time God has given them each day

This policy is not meant to punish, but to shepherd students toward habits of wisdom and presence. We
approach enforcement with grace and a heart for discipleship, partnering with parents to help students flourish
in a culture that often promotes constant connectivity over real connection. Our “Away All Day” policy
encourages students to practice self-discipline, respect for the learning environment, and healthy boundaries
with technology.

Exceptions will be provided for students who have a medical or legal requirement to have their cell phone with
them. Parents of these students must provide a note from the student’s doctor, or legal documentation, to the
school office - stating the need for their child to have access to their cell phone during school hours.
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Definition/Specifics
A personal electronic device is defined as any portable, electronically powered device capable of:

() Making or receiving calls or text messages
and/or
(® Accessing the internet independently of the school’s network

This includes (but is not limited to) all cell phones, smart watches, and tablets. This policy does not apply to
student academic-use laptops, or school tablets provided by staff for instructional purposes.

Student Expectations

e All personal electronic devices must be turned off and stored in backpacks or lockers from the
beginning until the end of the school day.

e Devices may not be accessed during passing periods, breaks, or lunch.

e If a student needs to contact a parent/guardian, they may request to use the school office phone.

e Parents should contact the school office for urgent messages to students during the day.

Violation Consequences

MCA uses a progressive discipline approach to support students in building responsible habits while maintaining
a loving and respectful school culture.

First Offense
1. The device is held in the school office until the end of the school day.
2. Student retrieves device after school.
3. Parents are notified.
4. Averbal warning is issued, and documented in the student’s records (FACTSs).

Second Offense
1. The device is held in the school office.
2. A parent/guardian must pick up the device.
3. Student is assigned 20 min detention.
4. Adiscipline report is documented in the student’s records (FACTs).

Third Offense
1. The device is held in the school office.
2. A parent meeting is required.
3. Student is assigned 40 min detention.
4. Student will be required to check in their device daily, to the school office for a period of
time (e.g., two weeks).
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Fourth Offense and Beyond
1. Student loses the privilege of having a personal device at school, for the remainder of the

term or school year.
2. Additional consequences may apply, including suspension or further administrative action.
3. Aformal restorative behavior plan will be created.

Refusal to Comply
> Refusal to surrender a device when asked by school staff will be treated as defiance and will

result in further disciplinary action.

Partnership with Parents
We appreciate your partnership in reinforcing this schoolwide policy by:

e Avoiding non-emergency calls or texts to your child during the school day.
e Supporting your student in learning personal responsibility and digital boundaries.
e Communicating with school staff if there are special circumstances that require flexibility.

Together, we can help our students grow in character, integrity, and focus—Iliving out the values of God’s
Kingdom in every area of life.
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